	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
 on Wednesday, 13th March, 2019 at 7.30pm



             
	 
 In attendance:

	Councillors:
	A Guttridge (Vice-Chairman in the Chair)
P Bullen, A Hubbard and R Lester 


	Also Present:                          
	 District Councillor Creffield
 County Councillor R Lindsay
 D Blackburn (Clerk)
 A representative of Chamberlin Hall Management Committee
 

	
The Vice- Chairman, Councillor A Guttridge, welcomed everyone present. 







	
C132/18/19     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dempsey, Hutchings and Taylor.

	
C133/18/19     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillor Hubbard & Lester
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillor Lester.
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester.


	
C134/18/19     
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 13th February, 2019 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	
C135/18/19

	
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

District Councillor Creffield reported upon the availability of high-speed broadband locally at a reasonable cost.


	
C136/18/19

	
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor Lindsay reported upon the following matters:

· An update had been sought on the speed survey for Bildeston. 
· The County Council had failed its Special Educational Needs inspection. Inspectors had said that not enough had been done to ensure that educational and health care professionals were working together to produce care plans for individual children. 
· Confirmation had been received that the handrail for the footbridge to the Parish Church on Consent Lane would be replaced.

Councillor Lester commented upon the new traffic calming signage at Lavenham. He expressed a wish that should additional traffic calming measures be introduced in Bildeston they would be a more aesthetically pleasing design that was appropriate to the street scene. Councillor Lindsay acknowledged the point and indicated that the design used was only being used on a trial basis and might not be repeated.


	C137/18/19

	ANNUAL PLAY AREA INSPECTION REPORT AND GROUNDS MAINTENANCE ARRANGEMENTS

The Clerk gave an update on arrangements to hold a coordination meeting at the start of the mowing season.

It was AGREED: That a meeting be held involving Councillors Guttridge, Hubbard and Lester, the Clerk and Maintenance Operatives at Chamberlin Hall on Saturday, 30th March, 2019 at 10.00am.

The Clerk also undertook to seek to arrange an inter-group meeting to discuss parish amenities on the same morning.


	
C138/18/19     

	
UPDATE ON PARISH COUNCIL AMENITIES

The Clerk had received and granted a request from Nicola Fenzl to hold the Bildeston Brocante on the Market Square on Saturday, 7th July, 2019.

Councillor Hubbard reported upon issues that had been experienced at the Grove cemetery with regard to the sinking of the top of a grave as insufficient top soil had been left on it. Councillor Hubbard had arranged for a gravedigger to address the issue and had also overseen the spreading of a considerable amount of top soil which had been deposited at the side of the cemetery.


	
C139/18/19     

	
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES (UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF OTHER BODIES

Mr Kevin Bailey of the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee referred to the Committee’s plans to install a new cooler system in view of the problems faced the previous summer in keeping alcohol at the recommended temperature. The proposed new cellar refrigeration system would overcome this problem. Competitive quotes had been sought and the best price and solution had been offered by Haven Refrigeration Ltd.

It was AGREED: That funds be released by the Parish Council to fund the purchase of the cooler system.

Councillor Lester reported on plans to undertake maintenance works to the tennis courts which would cost £800 plus VAT. The Parish Council was asked if it could assist in paying for the works and reclaiming the VAT.

The VAT position regarding the purchase of assets and undertaking of maintenance in the parish was discussed and the Clerk indicated that he would seek further advice so that the Parish Council reclaimed VAT correctly.


	
C140/18/19     

	
CLERK’S REPORT   

The Clerk reported on forthcoming meetings and referred to the draft agenda which had been circulated for the Annual Parish meeting.

It was AGREED: That the Annual Parish meeting and the next Parish Council meeting be held on Wednesday, 24th April, 2019 from 7.30pm.



	
C141/18/19














	
INTERNAL CONTROL AND RISK MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS

The Council received the Clerk’s report on internal control, governance, administrative and risk management arrangements.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the Suffolk Association of Local Councils be appointed for the purposes of conducting the internal audit of the 2018/19 accounts and internal control arrangements;
b. That the Council confirms that is has conducted a review of its internal control arrangements as per the report circulated prior to the meeting;
c. That the updated version of Standing Orders be approved;
d. That Financial Regulations be approved;
e. That the General Risk Assessment be approved and adopted subject to the inclusion of a risk relating to Community Infrastructure Levy in respect of the availability of funds being timebound; and
f. That the fees and charges in respect of the Cemetery remain unchanged for 2019/20.


	
C142/18/19

	
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS

It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£166.49

	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	Adrian Chinnery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£127.72

	Ashley Hubbard
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£21.90

	Suffolk County Council
	Street Lighting
	Street Lighting
	£2,332.26

	Chamberlin Hall
	Hall Hire
	Administrative & Legal
	£480.00

	Haven Refrigeration Ltd
	Cooler System (instalment 1)
	Community Grants
	£1,400.00


(Note: All items to be paid for from the General Fund with the exception of the final item which shall be funded from the Margaret Bishop Chamberlin Hall Fund and that the Clerk be authorised to arrange for the payment of the second instalment once the installation has been completed).


	
C143/18/19








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

There were none.

Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

	Reference
	DC/19/00243

	Proposal
	Householder Planning Application - Erection of single storey extension following removal of existing conservatory

	Location
	The Old Stables, 128A High Street, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7ED

	Decision of Planning Authority
	Granted




	
C144/18/19
	
PUBLIC SESSION   

There were no matters raised.


	
C145/18/19
	
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Members of the Parish Council discussed the arrangements in respect of the forthcoming Parish Council elections. The deadline for submission of nominations, by hand to the Elections Office at Endeavour House, was Wednesday, 3rd April, 2019 at 4.00pm. It was noted that this was an opportunity to refresh the membership of the Parish Council given that some of the existing Parish Councillors would not be standing for re-election. Councillor Bullen confirmed that he did not feel able to seek re-election in view of his personal commitments.

Councillor Hubbard referred to the lack of action taken by the District Council in respect of matters reported in connection with food trading at the Red Lion public house and vehicles being parked outside 22 Manor Road. The Clerk undertook to report the food trading issue and the parking and access issue at Manor Road.

Councillor Lester reported that local property owners were allowing the road to become overgrown leading to a narrowing of Church Lane. Councillor Hubbard asked that the matter should be reported to Suffolk County Council for action.



The meeting closed at 8.58pm


Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………





